Keeping Forgiveness in Focus
by Josh Blackmer

Forgiveness is hard. It is easier to focus on the hurt that the offender caused to us or others. It
is easy to focus on the pain until it sickens us and brings us to the dark places of hatred and
contempt. It is there that we feel helpless and paralyzed by the venom upon which we have
been feeding. How do we learn to forgive and come out from under the weight of all the hurt
that has been done to us? We must change our focus.
Peter asked Jesus the question, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive
him? Up to seven times?” (Matt. 18:21). The religious elite of the day stopped at three. Peter
added four. Perhaps trying out this concept of love his Master taught. Jesus shows him that it is
bigger than that by saying, “seventy times seven” (Matt. 18:22). This doesn't mean 490 times
but rather as much as it takes.
The parable of the unmerciful servant is told to help us change our focus. God is portrayed as a
king that was settling debts with his servants. One in particular owed an amount that he could
never repay. The command was given to sell the servant, his family and all his possessions to
repay the debt. However, the king showed mercy at the request of the slave. The slave then
went out and threw a fellow slave in prison over a debt that was nothing in comparison to that
which he had owed. When the King found out about it he said to the slave, “You wicked slave, I
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not also have had mercy on
your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?” (Matt. 18:32-33). Jesus then lays
out the lesson very plainly. “My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you
does not forgive his brother from your heart” (Matt. 18:35).
You may still be wondering, “How do we do that with all the hurt?” The wicked servant was
focused on what others “owed him.” What they should do to get back in good standing with
you. That breeds more pain. Our focus should be on how great a debt we have been forgiven.
This parable puts these passages into perspective. "For if you forgive others for their
transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you” (Matt. 6:14). “Be kind to one
another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you” (Eph.
4:32). Please understand that you can forgive someone but still be in a situation of rebuilding
trust. You don’t have to put that person in a situation where they can hurt or stumble again. If
someone has “sinned against you” there is a responsibility we have to work towards
reconciliation (Matt. 18:15-17). Forgiveness is still hard. Thankfully, we can see it exampled in
God’s love for us.
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Memory Verse

Upcoming Events

The one who has My commands
and keeps them is the one who
loves Me. And the one who loves
Me will be loved by My Father. I
also will love him and will reveal
Myself to him. – John 14:21

ladies’ Bible study;
children welcome

Sept. 23

Dakota and Anna
Crossno arrive;
dessert fellowship
after evening
services

September Haiti Needs

Sept. 24
6:30 pm

Heartfelt Sisters at
Deanna Cagle’s
home

oatmeal
allergy medicine
clippers

October 1

Children’s Home
truck runs; needs
are dried onions,
dishwashing
detergent, Q-tips, 2gallon freezer bags,
facial tissues,
bathroom tissue

Birthdays
Jerry Bolar
Ed Young

Correspondence Course
Ministry

Tuesdays
10 am

Ocotber 18
October 19

week of September 12-17:
11 lessons graded

Last Week’s Attendance
Sunday morning: 49
Sunday evening: 33
Wednesday evening: 29

Weekly Service Assignments
Sunday Morning

Bible class: 9:45 am
worship: 10:45 am

Sunday Evening

6:00 pm

First Prayer

Larry Towell

First Prayer

Raymond Lasley

Closing Prayer

Ed Young

Announcements

Ken Beach

Lord’s Supper

Second Prayer

Larry Towell

Matthew Sills
Rudi Cagle

Scripture Reading

Matthew Sills

Lord’s Supper
Closing Prayer

1. Larry Brooks
2. Justin Beach

3. Ken Beach
4. Matthew Sills

Joel Ingram

Wednesday Evening

7:00 pm

First Prayer

Ken Beach

Closing Prayer

Joel Ingram

