You and Me – Just Like a Tree?
The song "I Shall Not Be Moved" is considered by many to be a traditional folk song whose
lyrics probably stretch back to to the slave era, though there is no indication of who wrote it.
Research attributes the traditional arrangement of this song to Edward Hammond Boatner.
More on the song in a moment. Last year I had an experience that reminds me of words in that
song. I visited the farm and house in Giles County, TN, where my family lived during most of
my growing up days, days that stretch back down the road nearly 60 years. There were many
changes, of course. A new shed or two, the old barn painted a different color, some new fences,
etc. The brick house is still there, a lot bigger due to an addition or two by owners over the
years. But one thing arrested my eyes and just wouldn't turn them loose — an old cedar tree
standing about thirty feet in front of the house. A tree that was there the day my mom and dad
moved into the old wooden country home that originally was there.
A tree that somehow survived a fire that burned that old wooden house to the ground about
1960 (none of the family was injured). A tree under which my brother and I played and plowed
a million acres with toy tractors and plows, etc., during early boyhood years! A tree that stood
there while a new brick house was built. I could hardly believe my eyes! That old cedar tree,
still there! A tree already "grown" the first time I saw it as a boy. After all those summer suns
and winter freezes, after all the wind and rain and snow and sleet, after all the thunderstorms
and tempests that assailed it — that tree, still there! In the exact same place it was the day I
first saw it at least 53 years ago! Now back to the song — "Glory hallelujah, I shall not be
moved; Anchored in Jehovah, I shall net be moved. Just like a tree that's planted by the waters,
I shall not be moved." Those words reflect a great Bible truth — God wants us to be like a tree!
That is, if you are in Christ, don't move! Stay there. Stay put. Stay faithful. Stay in the church.
Keep serving. Stay in the Lord. Stay in the truth. Don't move. Stay through sunshine and rain, in
the summer seasons of your life, and when the cold winds of winter blow in. Stay in the Lord.
Be determined not to be moved away from Him. Psalm 16:8 reveals a key: "Because He [the
Lord] is at my right hand I shall not be moved." The apostle Paul once said, in the face of
extreme stress and danger, "none of these things move me" (Acts 2:24). He wrote words that
send a clarion call to us all: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord" (1
Corinthians 15:58). May 2013 find you and me like a tree: steadfast and immovable in our
faith, love, and service to Christ and His church. Hats off to trees that don't move and steadfast
saints!
Dan Gulley
Smithville church of Christ
Leachville church of Christ
609 S. Main St.
Leachville, AR 72438

Leachville Church of Christ
609 S. Main St.
Leachville, AR 72438
(870) 539-2274
www.leachvillechurchofchrist.org
Elders: Larry Brooks, Rudi Cagle, and Ken Beach
Deacons: Jerry Bolar, Joel Ingram, and Matthew Sills
Ministers: Raymond Lasley and Josh Vires
(870) 565-5097

(832) 904-2917

Sunday, June 3, 2018
Announcement

Upcoming Events

There is a sign-up sheet on the back
information table for snacks for
VBS.

Tuesdays
10 am

ladies’ Bible study;
children welcome

June 10
6 pm

Drawn by Love
ladies’ meeting at
7th and Mueller; see
Deanna or Pam to
RSVP

June 19-21

Birthdays
Bill Key
Darlene Hetler

Correspondence Course
Ministry
week of May 27-June 2:
10 lessons graded

June Haiti Needs
oatmeal
fingernail clippers

VBS

Memory Verse
June 7
June 8

So also the Messiah, having been
offered once to bear the sins of
many, will appear a second time,
not to bear sin, but to bring
salvation to those who are waiting
for Him.
Hebrews 9:28

Last Week’s Attendance
Sunday morning: 54
Sunday evening: 27
Wednesday evening: 31

Weekly Service Assignments
Sunday Morning

Bible class: 9:45 am
worship: 10:45 am

Sunday Evening

6:00 pm

First Prayer

Ken Beach

First Prayer

Raymond Lasley

Closing Prayer

Raymond Lasley

Announcements

Raymond Lasley

Lord’s Supper

Second Prayer

Ken Beach

Ken Beach
Rudi Cagle

Scripture Reading

Josh Vires

Lord’s Supper
Closing Prayer

1. Braden Drury
2. Peter Salley
Ed Young

Wednesday Evening
3. Rudi Cagle
4. Justin Beach

7:00 pm

First Prayer

Rudi Cagle

Closing Prayer

Larry Towell

